Setting A Restore Point To Bring Your Computer Back To It’s Previously
Working State

Whenever you are about to install new software on your computer, it is wise to create what is called a
“restore point.” If something goes wrong anytime after that new software installation, you can bring
your computer back to the exact way it was before you installed (or tried to install) that new software.
Occasionally software we install (whether it is free from the internet, given to us from a well-meaning
relative or even purchased) will totally ruin our computer. We can lose internet connections and other
software no longer works. When this happens, we could be without computer functionality for days,
weeks or even months and even have to have our hard drive (and ALL of the data on it) reformatted
(erased) and our software reinstalled. You know this would be a global-thermonuclear hassle.

So be wise and create a “restore point” before you change anything on your computer. Here is how to
do it (if you are using the Microsoft XP or XP Professional operating system.

To create a “restore point”
Click on Start
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Pick “Undo changes to your computer with System Restore”
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Did you know?



You will see this screen.

From here, to create a new “restore point” click on (to activate) the radio button next to “Create a
restore point and then click on the “Next” button at the bottom.

I Systerg Restore

Welcome to System Restore

You can use System Restore to undo harmfl changes to
your computer and restore its setings and performance.
System Restors reburns your compuber 1o an earksr tme
{caled a restore pont) without causing you to lose recent
:wtwd;usu'-tdducmnnts. e-mal, or higtory and (&) Aeators my Computer in An aarksr tins |
arvrites bets.

To begin, select the task that you want to perform:

() Crgate 8 restore pont
Any changes that System Restone makes to your computer

are compis tely reversbie.

Your computer automabcally creates restore ponts (caled
sysiem chedgoints]), but you can also use System Restone
to create your own restone ponts, This is usefud if you are
sbowit to make & major change to your System, such as
nstaling a new program or changing YOur registry.

Svstem Restors Seitings

To contrue, select an opton, and then dck Next, [ et = ]l Cancel ]




In this screen, type in the date you are doing this. In this example, the date typed is July 10, 2008.

Then click on the “Create” button on the bottom.

T System Restore

p Create a Restore Point

Your computer automaticaly creates restore points at regulary scheduled tmes or before certain programs are
ristalad, Hovesver, you can use System Restors bo craale your wn restors points A% limes other than thoss
scheduled by your computer,

Type & desoription for your restors pont in the folowing text beor, Ensure that you choose a desaription that is
easy o identfy in case you need to restore your computer Later,

Restore point descriptions
July 10, 2003
The current date and time are automaticaly added to your restore pont.

Thes restiore poant carnot be changed after it is created, Bafore conbrusng, ensure that you have
typed the cormect name,
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When it is done, you will see this, letting you know that this restore point has been created.

Ls ystem Restore

Restore Point Created

New restore point:

Thursday, July 10, 2008
10:46:08 AM July 10, 2008
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Click on the “Home” button and you’ll see this screen again:

= Sysieyn Restore

Welcome to System Restore

Yiou can use System Restore to undo harmful changes to
your computer and restone (ts settings and performance.

System Restore retums your computer ko an earler time Yo begiey select the task that you want to perform:
[called a restore point]) without causing you to lose recent
work, such a3 saved documents, &-mal, of hstory and () Restore my computer to an carker tme
Farvorites ksts, I
(#) [reate & restore point
Any changes that Sysiem Restone makes 1o your computer
e cormpletely reversibls,

Your computer automatically creates restone points: (called
sistem chedgqonts], but you can s use System Restors
o reabe your cwn restors ponts, Thes is weful if you are
about to make & major change o your system, such as
nstaling a new program or changing your regisiry.

System Restore Settings

To continue, sskect an option, and than dick Next. [ Hext> | | Cancel |




To view a “restore point” or actually Restore Your Computer

to a previous state

To verify you have created a new restore point OR to actually restore your computer to the point where
it was when this restore point was created, . . .

Click to activate the “Restore my computer to an earlier time” radio button and then click on the

“Next” button at the bottom.

< System Restore

Welcome to System Restore

fiou can use System Restors to undo harmfl changes to
your computer and restone its settings and performance.
Systemn Restore retums your computer to an earler bme
(called & restore point) without causing you to lose recent
work, such &% saved documents, -mad, or hestory snd
Favornibes kuts,

Amy changes that System Restone makes to your computer
afe completsly reyerable,

Tour computer sutomatically ceates restore ponts (caled
system chedpoints), but you can also use System Restore
1o create your own restons ponts. Ths is ussful if vou are
about to make & major changs to your system, sudh as
Instaling a new program or changing your registry,

Svstem Regtore Setbngs

T contirue, sslect an option, and then cick Next.

(3) Restore my computer o an eacker tme

() Craate & restore pont
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For help, call Philip Siddons at (716)250-2422.



You will see this screen, showing the “restore points” that have been set (listed on the right).

You could try to pick a date on the calendar (on the left) that is prior to when you installed new
software that seemed to mess up your computer.

In this case, though, we want to restore the computer to the way it was on July 10, 2008 so with
that selected, we will click on the “Next” button.

= System Restore

Select a Restore Point

The following calendar displays in bald all of the dates that have restore ponts avadable, The st displays the
restore ponts that are avalable for the selecied date.

Possbie types of restore points are: system checkponts (scheduled restore ponts created by your computer),
manual restore ponts {restore ponts ceated by you), and instalation restore ponts (automabc restore ponts
created when certan programs are instaled),

1. On this calendar, click a bold date. 2. On this kist, click a restore pont.

Thursday, July 10, 2008 H
104608 AM Juby 10, 2008
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You will see this screen asking you to confirm your resetting of the computer to a previous state. Click
on the “Next” button and let it finish the process. Your computer will restart and it will return to the
state it was in when you set the restore point.

System Restore

Confirm Restore Point Selection

Selected restore point:

Thursday, July 10, 2008
10:46 AM Juby 10, 2008

This process does not causs you b loss recent work, such as saved doouments or e-mal, and & complstsly
revershie,

Durin thee restoraton, System Restone shuts down Windows. After the restoraton = complste, Windows
restaris Ligng the setbngs fiom the date and bme leted abave.,

Impartant: Before continuing, save your changes and close any apen programs.

Sysbem Restore may take a moment to cobect nformabon about Ee selected restore pont before shutting
o your Computer.

To resinre your computsr io this date and tme, chck Mext. < Back [ HNext > | Cancal I



