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Windows Vista Editions Overview 
 

No matter how you use your PC—from home entertainment to business productivity—there's 
an edition of Windows Vista that's right for you. Use this comparison table to help you choose 
your edition. 

Ultimate 
Windows Vista Ultimate is the choice for those who want to have it all. Easily shift between the 

worlds of productivity and play with the most complete edition of Windows Vista. Ultimate provides the power, 
security, and mobility features needed for work, and all the entertainment features that you want for fun. 

When you want to have it all, including the ability to shift smoothly between the worlds of play and 
productivity, there's Windows Vista Ultimate. You'll never have to worry about having the most advanced 
capabilities—they're all here. This edition of Windows Vista offers an advanced, business-focused 
infrastructure, mobile productivity, and a premium home digital entertainment experience, all in a single 
offering. 

Specifically, Windows Vista Ultimate offers all of the features found in Windows Vista Home Premium, 
including Windows Media Center, Windows Movie Maker with high-definition support, and Windows DVD 
Maker. It also offers all of the features found in Windows Vista Business, including business networking, 
centralized management tools, and advanced system backup features. And Windows Vista Ultimate has all of 
the new security and data protection features that help take Windows Vista to a whole new level of 
dependability. 

In addition, Windows Vista Ultimate includes support for all of the new mobility features in Windows Vista, 
including Windows Tablet and Touch Technology, Windows SideShow, Windows Mobility Center, and other 
new, advanced mobility features. 

Exclusive to Windows Vista are Windows Ultimate Extras. These cutting-edge programs, innovative services, 
and unique publications provide a richer computing experience for Windows Vista Ultimate users. Windows 
Ultimate Extras currently available include: 

• Windows DreamScene, an Extra that enables you to use looped, full-motion video as your desktop 
wallpaper instead of a static image 

• Windows Hold’em, a poker game for players of all skill levels 
• Windows BitLocker Secure Online Key storage, where Ultimate users can store their BitLocker 

recovery password and Encrypting File System certificate on Windows Marketplace’s Digital Locker 
website for access to the key anytime, anyplace, and from any computer that has an Internet connection 

Whenever a new Windows Ultimate Extra is ready for distribution by Microsoft, you will see the Ultimate 
Extra control panel inform you that there are new extras to download. Simply download and install the Extras 
and begin enjoying these exclusive software and services that give your Windows Vista experience an extra lift!

If you want a single PC that fulfills all of your work, travel, and entertainment needs, or if you simply want to 
be confident that you have the very best, Windows Vista Ultimate is the no-compromise edition for you. 

Note: If your system features a 64-bit processor, you can take advantage of its advanced design in this edition of 

Suggested retail price for full package product, $399.00 USD. Suggested upgrade retail price, $259.00 USD. 
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Home Premium 
Windows Vista Home Premium is the preferred edition for home desktop and mobile PCs. It 
provides a breakthrough design that brings your world into sharper focus while delivering the 
productivity, entertainment, and security you need from your PC at home or on the go. 

Windows Vista Home Premium is the edition that delivers more ease of use, security, and 
entertainment to your PC at home and on the go 

Here it is: the preferred edition of Windows for home desktop and mobile PCs. Windows Vista Home Premium 
delivers the productivity and entertainment that you need from your PC at home or on the go. It includes 
Windows Media Center, and that makes it easy to easier to enjoy your digital photos, TV and movies, and 
music. Plus, you'll have the peace of mind of knowing that your PC has a whole new level of security and 
reliability. All together, Windows Vista Home Premium redefines enjoyment in home computing. 

It starts with a breakthrough design that makes your PC easier to use every day. With Windows Aero, you'll 
experience dynamic reflections, smooth gliding animations, transparent glass-like menu bars, and the ability to 
switch between your open windows in a new three-dimensional layout. Instant desktop search capabilities, 
coupled with powerful new ways to organize and visualize your information, means you can instantly find and 
use the e-mails, documents, photos, music, and the other information you want, when you need it. 

Windows Vista Home Premium also helps keep your personal information, your PC, and your family 
computing experience safer than in previous versions of Windows. For example, Windows Internet Explorer 7 
in Windows Vista includes automated defenses against malicious software and fraudulent websites so you can 
use your PC online with greater confidence. Windows Vista Home Premium also provides automatic backup of 
your files, such as your valuable digital photos, music, movies, documents, and other files, so you can relax and 
focus on the things you care about most. And, by using the built-in parental controls, parents can help ensure 
their children's computer use is appropriate and safer. 

And what about fun? A major advance in Windows Vista Home Premium is the dramatically improved digital 
entertainment experience. Windows Media Center makes organizing and enjoying photos, music, DVDs, 
recorded TV, and home movies easier and more fun. Enjoy the entertainment on your PC or even on your TV in 
the living room with an Xbox 360 wirelessly networked to your PC. Windows Vista Home Premium makes it 
easier to burn your photo slide shows and home movies to a professional-looking video DVD that your friends 
and family can watch on a DVD player or PC whenever they like. Combined with unbeatable support for 
gaming and music, Windows Vista Home Premium delivers a complete home entertainment experience. 

If you want a PC that can keep up with you while you're on the go, then you'll appreciate how Windows Vista 
Home Premium helps you get the most from your mobile PC. It provides simplified power management, easier 
wireless networking, and streamlined ways to sync with the devices that keep you connected. Because it's 
incredibly flexible, you can even draw and write by hand on a Tablet PC, and enjoy all of your entertainment 
through Windows Media Center when you're on the road, in a coffee shop, or relaxing on the couch. Mobile 
computing has never been like this before. 

Finally, Windows Vista Home Premium makes it easier than ever to set up and maintain your new PC. There 
are new features that make it easier to transfer all of your data and settings from your old PC to your new one 
and technology that helps keep your system running quickly and reliably over time. 

Whether you're balancing your checkbook, studying for school on your mobile PC, watching a downloaded or 
recorded movie at home, or sharing your favorite photos with friends on a custom DVD, the experience is much 
better on a PC running Windows Vista Home Premium. 

Note: If your system features a 64-bit processor, you can take advantage of its advanced design in this edition of 
Windows Vista. Read more. 

Suggested retail price for full package product, $239.00 USD. Suggested upgrade retail price, $159.00 USD. 
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Home Basic 
Windows Vista Home Basic is ideal for homes with basic computing needs like e-mail, 
browsing the Internet, and viewing photos. Easy to set up and maintain, it enables you to 
quickly find what you're looking for on your PC and the Internet, while providing a more 
secure environment to help protect you from an unpredictable world. 

Ideal for the basics of home computing 

Windows Vista Home Basic is the edition of Windows for basic home computing needs. If you only want to use 
your PC for tasks like browsing the Internet, using e-mail, or viewing photos, then Windows Vista Home Basic 
may be the right edition for you. While it won't provide as many benefits as Windows Vista Home Premium, it 
will help you use your PC more easily and more safely than you could with Windows XP. 

The first thing you'll notice about Windows Vista Home Basic is how easy it is to find the programs and files 
you're looking for. The instant desktop search feature looks across all of your documents, e-mails, photos, and 
other files, organizing the results in the way that you want to view them. When coupled with the built-in web 
search of Windows Internet Explorer 7 in Windows Vista, you'll spend less time looking for the things that you 
need and more time on the activities that you care about. 

With automatic defenses against malicious software and fraudulent websites, Windows Vista Home Basic 
enables you and your family to use your computer with greater confidence. Plus, parents can use built-in 
controls to help ensure their children's computer use is protected and appropriate. 

Windows Vista Home Basic makes it easier than ever to set up your new PC, with features that easily transfer 
all of your data and settings from your old PC to your new one. What's more, you can have peace of mind for 
years to come with technology that keeps your system running quickly and reliably over time. 

Simply put, Windows Vista Home Basic provides you with just the essentials you need for home computing. 

Suggested retail price for full package product, $199.00 USD. Suggested upgrade retail price, $99.95 USD. 

 

Business 
Windows Vista Business is the first edition of Windows designed specifically to meet the 
needs of small businesses. You'll spend less time on technology support-related issues—so 
you can spend more time making your business successful. Windows Vista Business is the 

definitive choice for your business today and tomorrow.  

Windows Vista Business is the first Windows operating system designed specifically to meet the needs of small 
businesses. You'll empower your entire business to work more efficiently with a stunning and improved, 
simple-to-use interface that makes it easier to search and find the information you need quickly and easily, both 
on your PCs and on the web. With powerful new safety features, you're in control and can better protect the key 
information that is the life of your business and that builds the trust of your customers. 

And, for the growing business that always seems to be on the go, the mobile computing enhancements make it 
easier to stay connected to the rhythm of your business, both in and out of the office. Windows Vista Business 
makes all of this work for you while helping you spend less time on technology support-related issues—so you 
can spend more time making your business successful. Windows Vista Business simply makes it easier to 
manage how your employees connect to your network and to ensure that they get more out of their PCs, both in 
and out of the office. Be future-ready and lay the IT foundation that your business needs for today and 
tomorrow. 
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Note: If your system features a 64-bit processor, you can take advantage of its advanced design in this edition of 
Windows Vista. Read more. 

Suggested retail price for full package product, $299.00 USD. Suggested upgrade retail price, $199.00 USD. 

 

Enterprise 
Designed to significantly lower IT costs and risks, Windows Vista Enterprise meets the 
needs of large, global organizations with complex IT infrastructures. 

Learn more about Windows Vista Enterprise 

Windows Vista Enterprise was designed to help global organizations and enterprises with 
complex IT infrastructures lower IT costs, reduce risk, and stay connected. Building on the features in Windows 
Vista Business, Windows Vista Enterprise provides higher levels of data protection using hardware-based 
encryption technology. It also includes tools to improve application compatibility and enables organizations to 
standardize by using a single worldwide deployment image. 

Windows Vista Enterprise is available only to Volume License customers who have PCs covered by Microsoft 
Software Assurance. These customers are also eligible to acquire an optional subscription license for the 
Microsoft Desktop Optimization Pack for Software Assurance. This software extends the value of Windows 
Vista Enterprise by reducing application deployment costs, enabling delivery of applications as services, and 
allowing for better management and control of enterprise desktop environments. Together these technologies 
deliver the most cost-effective and flexible Windows desktop management solution. 

Data protection 

Windows Vista Enterprise includes Windows BitLocker Drive Encryption, a new technology which helps 
prevent sensitive data and intellectual property from falling into the wrong hands if a computer is lost or stolen. 
Windows BitLocker uses hardware-based data encryption technology that gives you greater peace of mind 
knowing that your corporate intellectual property is safer and will remain your strategic asset. Also, since the 
entire hard drive is encrypted, Windows BitLocker reduces the cost associated with decommissioning old PCs. 

Application compatibility 

Windows Vista Enterprise includes built-in tools to improve application compatibility with previous versions of 
Microsoft operating systems, as well as with UNIX operating systems. It also provides the right to run four 
virtual operating system sessions, which enables you to run a legacy application in a virtual environment on top 
of Windows Vista Enterprise. This feature saves you time and money if you are unable to easily migrate a 
legacy application directly to Windows Vista. 

Additionally, Windows Vista Enterprise includes Subsystem for UNIX-based Applications (SUA), which 
enables you to run UNIX applications unchanged on a Windows Vista Enterprise-based PC. Whereas today a 
UNIX database administrator or system administrator needs to have a UNIX workstation in addition to a 
Windows-based PC, Windows Vista Enterprise enables you to consolidate both functions into a single 
Windows Vista-based PC. 

Windows Vista Enterprise customers that subscribe to the Desktop Optimization Pack for Software Assurance 
have additional options for minimizing application compatibility challenges. This service can accelerate 
deployment with tools such as SoftGrid for application virtualization, which can reduce application-to-
application conflicts, and with Asset Inventory Services, to help you more quickly compile information about 
applications running inside your organization. 

Multi-language support 
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An interface language controls which language a user sees in the Windows Start menu, in the help system, in 
built-in management tools, and in Windows dialog boxes. Windows Vista Enterprise includes all available 
interface languages in one offering. Access to all worldwide Windows interface languages enables 
organizations to build a single deployment image that can be used worldwide and to deploy individual PCs that 
simultaneously offer different interface languages for different users. 

Windows Vista Enterprise is designed to meet the needs of large global organizations and those with highly 
complex IT infrastructures. If your organization has these requirements, Windows Vista Enterprise will help 
you lower your IT costs and will provide additional layers of protection for your sensitive data. 

 
Vista Comparison Chart Follows: 
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